prestige. La Presse had therefore decided in any case to put off the appearance of " Les Paysans " till February, and to begin the year 1845 with " La Reine Margot," by Alexandre Dumas.
Meanwhile Balzac was having a delightful time. Having joined Madame Hanska at Dresden, he travelled with her and the Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech, who had lately become engaged, to Cannstadt, Carlsruhe, and Strasburg; and to his intense delight, in July, the Countess and her daughter came with him to Passy, and took up their abode in a little house near the Rue Basse, with a carefully chosen housemaid, cook, and man. The Czar had prohibited the journey to France, so they travelled incognito as Balzac's sister and niece, the Countess Anna taking the name of Eugenie, perhaps in remembrance of Balzac's heroine Eugenie Grandet.* In the morning they went by cab or on foot into Paris, and in the evening a carriage was at their disposal, and they visited the theatre and the opera. We can easily realise the excitement and joy Balzac felt in showing them all his treasures—the bust by David D'Angers, the precious Medici furniture of ebony encrusted with mother-of-pearl, the Cellini statuettes, and the pictures by Giorgione, Palma, Watteau, and Greuze.
July   passed   quickly   in   this   mode   of   life, Balzac acting  as cicerone to the two ladies, and
* " La Genese cl'un Roman de Balzac/' by the Vicomte rle Spoel-berch de Lovenjoul. vol. ii. p. 142. quite right to say:?    Precious time   was   wasted,   never to bed in March, and finished with the words, " Si la
